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The Anniversary of the James Bay and Northern Quebec Agreement

Every November 11, the anniversary of the signing of our Treaty-the James Bay and Northern
Quebec Agreement-in 1975, the Cree people of Eeyou Istchee have the opportunity to reflect on
the achievements of our Cree Nation since that time.

This day is an opportunity to express our gratitude for all those who have made our lives better as a result
of the benefits contained in our Treaty, while at the same time, setting new standards for the recognition
of Indigenous rights throughout Canada and the world. Our gratitude goes out to our visionary leaders
who have shown courage and wisdom in navigating through very difficult political circumstances over the
years, as well as to all those who have been engaged at the local and regional level, day in and day out,
in realizing the full potential that our Treaty has offered us as we continue to bring home the benefits of
our many agreements.

This day is also a time to honestly acknowledge the work that is still ahead of us in our work to constantly
improve the lives of our people recognizing that we have the resources, the skills and the people to suc-
cessfully achieve the noble visions of our Elders and leaders to become masters of our own destiny and
building healthy and thriving communities.

May today be a day for reflection, for celebration and for resolve.
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