
The Anniversary of the James Bay and Northern Quebec Agreement

Every November 11, the anniversary of the signing of our Treaty—the James Bay and Northern 
Quebec Agreement—in 1975, the Cree people of Eeyou Istchee have the opportunity to reflect on 
the achievements of our Cree Nation since that time.

TThis day is an opportunity to express our gratitude for all those who have made our lives better as a result 
of the benefits contained in our Treaty, while at the same time, setting new standards for the recognition 
of Indigenous rights throughout Canada and the world.  Our gratitude goes out to our visionary leaders 
who have shown courage and wisdom in navigating through very difficult political circumstances over the 
years, as well as to all those who have been engaged at the local and regional level, day in and day out, 
in realizing the full potential that our Treaty has offered us as we continue to bring home the benefits of 
our many agreements.

TThis day is also a time to honestly acknowledge the work that is still ahead of us in our work to constantly 
improve the lives of our people recognizing that we have the resources, the skills and the people to suc-
cessfully achieve the noble visions of our Elders and leaders to become masters of our own destiny and 
building healthy and thriving communities.

May today be a day for reflection, for celebration and for resolve.

ᒣᔑᑯᒻ ᒪᔥᑯᑎᓂᐲᓯᒻ 11, ᐁ ᑎᐸᐸᔨᒡ ᐊᓐ ᑳ ᒪᓯᓇᐦᐆᓲᓈᓅᒡ ᒉᐃᒥᔅ ᐯᐃ ᑲᔦᐦ ᒋᐧᐁᑎᓅᑖᐦᒡ ᑯᐯᒃ ᓂᔅᑲᒧᐧᐃᓐ 
ᐊᓂᑦᐦ 1975, ᐄᔨᔫᒡ ᐆᑦᐦ ᐄᔨᔫ ᐊᔅᒌᐦᒡ ᐁ ᒋᐧᐁᑲᓇᐧᐋᐸᐦᑕᐧᑳᐤ ᐊᓂᑌᐦ ᐅᑖᐦᒡ ᐊᓂᔫᐦ ᒉᐧᑳᔫᐦ ᑳ ᐃᔥᐱᔥ 
ᐱᐦᑯᐦᑕᒫᓲᔨᒃ ᐄᔨᔫ ᐁ ᐃᑎᔅᑳᓀᓯᔨᒃ᙮

ᐆᐆ ᐁ ᒌᔑᑳᑦ ᐃᑌᔨᐦᑖᑯᓐ ᒉ ᒌ ᐧᐋᐸᐦᑎᔨᐧᐁᔨᒃ ᐁ ᓇᓈᔅᑯᒥᑯᐧᑳᐤ ᐊᓂᒌ ᑳ ᐋᐸᑎᓰᔥᑕᐧᑳᐤ ᐆᔫᐦ ᓇᔅᑯᒧᐧᐃᓂᔫ ᐊᓐ ᐁ 
ᐃᔥᐱᔥ ᓅᑯᓂᔨᒡ ᐁ ᒥᔪᐸᔨᔨᒃ ᐊᓂᔫ ᑳ ᐃᔥᐱᔥ ᐱᐦᑯᐦᑕᒫᑯᔨᒄ ᒥᓯᐧᐁ ᒉᐧᑳᔫ, ᐊᔑᒡ ᐁ ᒌ ᐄᔑ ᓈᓂᐦᐄᐸᔨᐦᑖᐧᑖᐤ ᒉ ᒌ 
ᒌᐦᑳᔮᐸᐦᑕᑲᓅᔨᒡ ᐅᑲᔅᒋᐦᐆᐧᐃᓇᐧᐋᐤ ᓇᓈᐦᑰ ᐁᑎ ᐃᑎᔅᑳᓀᓯᐧᑖᐤ ᐄᔨᔫᒡ ᐆᑦᐦ ᑳᓈᑖ ᑲᔦᐦ ᒥᓯᐦᑌ ᐆᑦᐦ ᐊᔅᒌᐦᒡ᙮  
ᓇᓈᔅᑲᒧᑖᐧᐃᓂᒌ ᐊᓂᒌ ᑳ ᓃᑳᓂᔥᑳᑯᔨᒃ ᐁ ᒌ ᓅᑯᐦᑖᐧᑖᐤ ᓲᐦᒋᐦᑌᐦᐁᐧᐃᓂᔫ ᑲᔦᐦ ᑲᒉᐦᑖᐧᐁᔨᐦᑕᒧᐧᐃᓂᔫ ᐋᑕ ᒥᐦᒉᐧᑖᐤ ᐁ ᒌ 
ᐋᔨᒥᓂᔨᒡ ᐁ ᐊᔨᒥᔨᔥᑕᒫᑯᔨᒃ, ᑲᔦᐦ ᒫᒃ ᐊᓂᒌ ᐊᓂᑌᐦ ᐲᑕᒣ ᐃᐦᑖᐧᐃᓂᐦᒡ ᑲᔦᐦ ᒥᓯᐦᑌᔅᑲᒥᒄ ᐄᔨᔫ ᐊᔅᒌᐦᒡ, ᒣᔑᑯᒻ ᓂᑐᐦᐧᑖᐤ 
ᐁ ᒌᔑᑳᔨᒡ, ᐁ ᒌ ᒫᔥᑖᐧᑖᐤ ᑌᑲᔥ ᒉ ᒌ ᐃᔥᐱᔥ ᐃᐦᑑᑕᑲᓅᔨᒡ ᐊᓂᔫ ᓇᔅᑯᒧᐧᐃᓂᔫ ᐁ ᐄᔑ ᐧᐄᒋᐦᐄᑯᑦ ᐄᔨᔫ ᑲᔦᐦ ᐊᓂᔫᐦ 
ᑯᑕᒃ ᓇᔅᑯᒧᐧᐃᓐᐦ᙮

ᐆᐆ ᐊᓂᒌᔥ ᐁ ᒌᔑᑳᑦ ᐊᔑᒡ ᐃᑌᔨᐦᑖᑯᓐ ᒋᐦᒋᐧᐁ ᒉ ᒌ ᑲᓇᐧᐋᐸᐦᑕᒥᒄ ᐊᓐ ᐋᐸᑎᓰᐧᐃᓐ ᐁ ᐋᐸᑎᓰᔥᑕᒥᒄ ᐁᑎᑑ ᒉ ᒌ ᐄᔑ 
ᐧᐊᐧᐄᒋᐦᐄᐦᑯᐧᑖᐤ ᐄᔨᔫᒡ ᐊᓂᑌᐦ ᐅᐱᒫᑎᓰᐧᐃᓇᐧᐋᐦᒡ ᐁ ᒋᔅᒉᔨᐦᑖᑯᒡ ᐁ ᐃᔮᔨᒃ ᐊᓂᔫᐦ ᒉᐧᑳᔫᐦ, ᑲᔅᒋᐦᐅᐧᐃᓐᐦ, ᑲᔦᐦ ᐄᔨᔫᒡ 
ᑌᑲᔥ ᓅᓱᓀᐦᐊᐧᑳᐤ ᐁ ᐧᐄ ᐱᐦᑯᐦᑖᐧᑖᐤ ᐊᓂᔫᐦ ᑖᓐ ᐄᔑ ᓃᑳᓂᐧᐋᐸᐦᑕᐧᑳᐤ ᒋᒋᔐᐄᔨᒥᓅᒡ ᑲᔦᐦ ᑳ ᓃᑳᓂᔥᑳᑯᔨᒃ ᒉ ᒌ 
ᐃᔑᓈᑯᓯᔨᒃ ᒋᔮᓅ ᐁ ᒋᔅᒋᓄᐦᑕᐦᐄᓱᔨᒃ ᐊᓂᑌᐦ ᐧᐋ ᐃᑐᐦᑌᔨᒃ ᑲᔦᐦ ᐁ ᐅᔑᐦᑖᔨᒃ ᐁ ᒥᔪᐱᒫᑎᓰᒥᐧᑳᐤᐦ ᑲᔦᐦ ᐁ ᒥᔪᐸᔨᐧᑳᐤᐦ 
ᒋᑎᐦᑖᐧᐃᓂᒥᓅᐦ᙮

ᐆ ᐊᓂᒌᔥ ᐁ ᒌᔑᑳᑦ, ᐅᑖᐦᒡ ᐁ ᐄᑖᐱᔨᒃ ᐁ ᒋᔅᒋᔨᒄ, ᒉ ᒥᐧᔮᑕᒥᒄ ᑲᔦᐦ ᒉ ᐧᐊᐧᐁᔑᐦᑕᔨᒃ᙮ 

ᐊᔨᐱᓪ ᐳᔑᒻ 
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