
PROGRAM 

Summit on Building Capacity 
for Eeyou Istchee

Centre Sheraton, Montreal
October 23 & 24, 2019
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Day I: Wednesday, October 23, 2019
Masters of Ceremonies
Amanda Quinn & Alexander Moses

Day 2: Thursday, October 24, 2019
Masters of Ceremonies
Jedidat Matoush & Shawn Iserhoff

9:00 a.m.	 Opening Prayer

9:15 a.m.	 Video Introduction
		  Highlights from the Roundtable on Capacity Building

9:30 a.m.	 Message on Unlocking Wealth
		  Dr. Abel Bosum, Grand Chief/Chairperson, 
		  Grand Council of the Crees (Eeyou Istchee)/ Cree Nation Government 

10:00 a.m.	 Cree School Board Presentation on Local and Post-Secondary Results
		  Dr. Sarah Pashagumskum, Chairperson, Cree School Board
		  Abraham Jolly, Director General, Cree School Board

10:30 a.m.	 Break

10:45 a.m.	 Update on Adult Learning Needs Assessment (ALNA)
		  Louisa Saganash, Director of Apatisiiwin Skills Development, Cree Nation Government 
		  Nian Matoush, Director of Adult Education, Cree School Board

		  Apatisiiwin Skills Development Cree Intership Program
		  Louisa Saganash, Director of Apatisiiwin Skills Development, Cree Nation Government 
		  Joey Georgekish, Employment Integration Counselor, Apatisiiwin Skills Development
		
12:00 p.m.	 Lunch (Provided during event)
		
		  Eastmain Graduation Success Story
		  Kenneth Cheezo, Chief, Cree Nation of Eastmain

1:00 p.m.	 Cree Café -Community Engagement
		  1. Vocational and Adult Education
		  2. Unlocking Wealth
		  3. Employment 
		  4. Youth Engagement and Achievement

3:00 p.m.	 Break

3:15 p.m.	 Plenary Session: Questions from the Audience
		  Dr. Abel Bosum, Grand Chief/Chairperson, 
		  Grand Council of the Crees (Eeyou Istchee)/ Cree Nation Government
		  Dr. Sarah Pashagumskum, Chairperson, Cree School Board
		  Bella M. Petawabano, Chairperson, Cree Board of Health and Social Services
		  Derek Neeposh, Chairperson, Board of Compensation

4:00 p.m.	 Closing of the Day 

9:00 a.m.	 Highlights from the Cree Café

9:30 a.m.	 Future Initiatives and Developments
		  1. Structure and Workforce Overview of Cree Nation Government 
		  2. Infrastructure and Long-Term Capital Planning 
		  3. Highlight of AirCreebec  
		  4. Natural Resources and Forecasting (Forestry, Mining, Energy) 
		  5. Free Trade Agreement and Unlocking Wealth 
		  Michael Petawabano, Deputy Executive Director, Cree Nation Government 
		  Paul John Murdoch, Cree Negotiator, Grand Council of the Crees (Eeyou Istchee)/
		  Cree Nation Government 
		  Anthony MacLeod, Director of Commerce and Industry, Cree Nation Government 

10:30 a.m.	 Break
		
10:45 a.m.	 Cree Board of Health and Social Services
		  Bella M. Petawabano, Chairperson, Cree Board of Health and Social Services 
		  Daniel St-Amour, Executive Director, Cree Board of Health and Social Services 

11:30 a.m.	 Networking, Interviews and Audience Polling
		
12:00 p.m.	 Lunch (Provided during event)
		
		  Building Local Capacity as a Priority
		  Davey Bobbish, Chief, Cree Nation of Chisasibi 

1:00 p.m.	 Plenary Session: Strategy, Panel and Audience Dialogue
		  1. How do we encourage students to engage in professional careers? 
		  2. How do we bring our professionals home?
		  Daniel St-Amour, Executive Director, Cree Board of Health and Social Services 
		  Michael Petawabano, Deputy Executive Director, Cree Nation Government 
		  Louisa Saganash, Director of Apatisiiwin Skills Development, Cree Nation Government
		  Nian Matoush, Director of Adult Education, Cree School Board
		  Abraham Jolly, Director General, Cree School Board
		  Matthew Happyjack, President, AirCreebec

2:00 p.m.	 Feedback and Summary of Meeting 
		  1. Feedback/Takeaway from the Communities  
		  2. Calls for Actions: 
			   a. Cree First Nations Approach   
			   b. Eeyou Istchee Nation Approach 

3:30 p.m.	 Closing Remarks
		  Dr. Abel Bosum, Grand Chief/Chairperson,  
		  Grand Council of the Crees (Eeyou Istchee)/ Cree Nation Government
		  Kaitlynn Hester-Moses, Youth Grand Chief, Cree Nation Youth Council 

4:30 p.m	 Closing Prayer


